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SERMON OF OBEDIENCE 


ESPECIALLY VNTO AVTHORITIE 
Eccleſiaſticall wherein the principall controver- 
ſies of our church are handled, and many of 
their obiections which are refractorie to 
the government eſtabliſhed, anſwered 
though briefly as time and place could 
permit;heing preachedat aViſita- 
tion of the Right worſh: 
Ms D. Hix ron, 
in Coventree. 
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Fian: Horrors. | 


TO THE RIGHT WORSHIP- 
- FVL AND THRICE WORTHY Y 
GENTLEMAN Sr Craunnr 


| Tunxocxunxron Knight, his ſin- 
| gular goodPatronallhappines, 


r. F. H. I baue pervſed your ſermon ; for the plainenes 

of words and ſentences like your (elfe , who —_— 
are an enimy to curioſity. For matter ſound , and i 

docFrine neceſſary,both for the time, & eſpecially for that place. 

Iknowe what tumultuous rumors it bred; and how it was by 

many more heinouſly taken then either hereſie or treaſon: 

how they traduced you and imagined what evill they could a- 


. bout cun well witneſſe. And yet as you ſaid you knewe no cauſe 
 why,unleſſt it were for that one vote which you urged amon 
them ta wit Obedience, a word indeed harſh ſounding in the 
eares of humoriſts,and eſpecially to them in that place who chab* 
lenge durerahiſas by preſcription, And howſoeuer me thought, 
you touched them more neere the quick , the la time you prea- 
ched there before which was at the laſt Viſitation of the late re- 
verend Biſhop deceaſed,yet this was more hajnouſly taten; for 
they Jew none but yon, euer dur ſt preſume ſo much in that 
place being a ſtranger, to preach a ducirine which before band 
you knew would be ſo ofenſine 3 4nd whereas ignorance of thei 
humors at firſt might be ſome excuſe yet this now muſt needs be 
great preſumption. If the whole Citty ſhould bee gouernedby . 
men of t Halen, woall be an odde gonernment As ap- 
peared a yeere or two ſince, when ſome of them were in 7 
autarity: one of them pulled downe the picture of Chri ow 

the market croſſe,as 4 monument of ſuperſtition, hanin 

there many many hiidred yeeres; & placed inthe rome ed. 
ure of au naked womã without ſuperſtitiõ, til many of the graue 
ancients of the City ſeeing the ab[wrdity; cauſed it to bee taken 
down & the Princes armes to beſet in place. Another broke in 
peeces and defaced the picture of « done which had hung ouer 
the font time out of minde . No marvell therefore if that fore 
of giaie leads would bane pulled you 6 | 

F 2 | ome 


- 


4inſt you, as both many in that Citty and the whole Country a 


mee len hte profeſſed they had purpoſod. Tha it may ap- 
 -pearevnto — this — _ raiſed ſu 4 
ger. I haut publiſhed it not altogether againſt your mini, that 
it might anſwere for it ſelfe. And knowing that you owe even 
more then your ſelfe to that worthy Gentleman your Patron, I 
baue prefixed his name by way of Dedication; without other 
epiftle,for I knowe if you were to write vnto him your (elfe,you 
could neither expreſſe your harty aſfection towards him, his de- 
.' ſerts towards you, nor his morthineſſe, as well for the execution 
of inftice an his place, as for his vprightneſſe every way,for bis 
J ſetledindgement in religion and bis integrity of practiſe , gi- 
» aing — example of obedience in all things. God bleſſe 
pour ſtudies that you may profit Gods Church and preſent bins 
- your [elfewi 1 | 
- * . Thoſefewthings which you adde in the ende,which you told 
mee yos couli not then deliuer for want of time; I lune marked 
them with this mar be „ in the margent that no caveller may 
| - op this is not the ſame which you deline- 


855 Your very louing friend 
D. . 


Inv 
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Hs, 1 Zo 17. 


Obcy them that haut the ouer ſi gi of you,g ſubmit your ſeluer 
for they watch for your ſoules as they that muſt giue ac- 
counts , that they may doe it with ioy and not with griefe, 
for that is unprofitable for you, | 


& Wilnotnow ſpend time to diſcuſſe 
who was the writer of this epiſtle, 
which is confeſſed almoſt of all to 
bee canonicall. For as St. Gregorie 
vpon lob ſaith it is to no purpoſe to 
ſearch and enquĩte who is the writer 
| 2 of that booke,of which we acknow- 
ledge the holy Ghoſt to be the author. 

This 13. Chapter containeth in it many exhortations 
to the performance of the duties ofſthe ſecond table cõ- 
cerning our loue to our neighbour. And in this 17. verſe 
is aſpeciall exhortation to honor and obey our ſuperiors, 
which is thefirſt and principall commandement of the 
ſecgnd table, hauing . erogatiue to be the firſt com- 
mandement with promiſe. For the words 5y4perv are ta» 
ken by ſometobe civill magiſtrates, of others, to bee Ec- 

deſiaſticall gouernors. The * the great greeke Ety⸗ 


mas» 


— — 


mologiſtdoth expoundir) inudr muwela,l eoher wry, $ 
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tribe, ſociety or company, who excelleth in wealth ,4and for 
that cauſe is ſelected and choſen aboue the reſt to rule 
over others. But che hebrew text hath o our 
teachers and inſtructers. And therefore howſoever 
it may include the temporall gouernours, yet is it 
chiefly and primarily to bee vnderſtood of ſpirituall. 
For the hebrew by the —— of divers graue autors, 
is the true vernacle and authentique copie of this epiſtle, 
And where it followeth : For they watch for your ſoules; 
doth more properly belong to the eccleſiaſticall then ci- 
vill gouernors. The word e«Swe hath two — 
to giue eare, or bee perſuaded vnto, and to obey. evSya 
avi Lenop. verbis perſuadeor, to be perſuaded by words, 
& cee M riue legi obſequens, Plato, to be obediẽt to laws. 
So the hebrew word here vſed yh/is both to giue care, 
and to obey; as they that are but meanely read in the he- 
brew doe eaſily knowe, The word d uiii fignificth, to 
yeeld vnto or ſubmit your ſelues vnto, or be ruled by, «a 
Tu war igyer aiteun Aid. 4. Si tibi omni in re morem geram. 
Of Enrip.edis veretxayryieg, nil dans loci ſenectuti. The he- 
brew hath N νπτπ H humble your ſelues vnder 
their hands, ſubmit your ſelues vnto them, yeeld vnto the, 
As if the apoſtle ſhould fay,harke diligẽtly vnto the voice 
of your teachers, follow their inſtructions and admoniti- 


ons, obey the comm andements conſtitutions and ordi- 
nances, of them or other your gouernors, & if you chance 
to bee diſobedient in ſome things, ſhewe not your ſelues 
ſtubborne or obſtinate, but ſubmit your ſelues vntothem, 
and ſuppoſe they bee arr, rigid; moroſi auſtere, ſevere 
orotherwiſe faulty, bearewith te & ſubmit your ſelues 
to 
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to their autority as vnto Gods ſubſtitutes, This being the 
ſumme and meaning. The parts are two, Firſt an exhor. 
tation or rather a commandement vnto inferiors, to bee 
obedient vnto thoſe that bee in authoritie over them, to 
inſtruct and gouerne them. Secondly reaſons to inforce 
' obedience vnto this commandement, The firſt reaſon is 
drawne from the office and dignitie of the perſon vnto 
whome obedience is to bee giuen, they are ſuch ouerſeers 
as watch for your ſoules , as they that muſt bee readie to 
giue an accoũt, the ſecond ab honeſtb,it were great ingrati- 
tude by our diſobedienceto moue them to performe this 
charge with griefe of minde, and not rather with ioy and 
comfort. The third fr the effectzfor this in the end wil be 
vnprofitable for you, the worſt wil be yours. Of theſe in 
order as they lie, 

But firſt before I come to handle the particulers, let 
this one thing not impertinently be remembred in the 
— That oo hat _— — — of = — — 
mongſt his people, even from the ng, an 
& — —— amongſt Chriſtians ewe the Goſpell, 
where there hath beene and alwaies and now is, ſuperiors 
andinferiors,ſome to rule and ſome to be ruled. And this 
appearcth in the very frame ofnature; for inthe order of 
the vniuerſall, all creatures are ſubordinate vnto their ſu- 
periors vntill they come to the higheſt ſupreame power. 
Amongtheelements the earth is vnder the water , the 
water the aire, the aire the clement of fire, and that to the 
orbe of the moone, & every planet with their orbes one 
vnder another, and all the celeſtiall bodies differ one from 
another in glorie and dignitie, which order, the ſuperior 
bodies by their influences, and the elements by their alte- 
' rations , do not only bring / pm vnto the RN 
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but is the preſetvation of the whole. So inhecheauenly 

and Church, there are Arch angels, Angels; 
principalities, powers, dominions, thrones, chetubins & 
ſeraphins. S. Hierom in his ſecond booke againſt l ovini- 


an proueth both out of divers places af the Goſpel;&oiit: 


of many places of the old Teſtamem this point at large & 
how that in heaut᷑ there ſhal bedifferences of the degrees 
of glory. and out ot the epiſtles of S. Paul in the ſimilitude 
of the mẽbersof a mans body, ſome parts are more hono- 
rable then other there is the head aboue the foot, the eie 
more honorable thẽ the legge, &c. For, ſaich he, ſome me- 
bers are ſo neceſſary as we cannot liue without them, o- 
thers ſuch as though they bee. cut off &we maymed, yet 
may we cõtinue life. And the Philoſopher to ou this 
principle from the groũd of natureſhewerh;thatthe mã 
is by nature made to gouerne thewomã, the wiſe, the no- 
ble & the mighty, to gouerne the fooliſh, the ignorãt, the 
baſe and the 2 father the children, and the maſter 
the ſcrvants. Now take away this order; and the frame 
of nature would goe to ruine, to: the former confuſed: 
chaos tale away this order, and humane. ſocietic cannot 


be maintained, nay without this the Mon of Saints 
cannot be maintained. Againſt the Ary _ and fami- 
lifts who would hãue all men equall and all things in cõ- 


mon. Vet Chriſt bid giue to Cælar thoſe things which 
were Czſars,and S. Paul bids every ſoule to be bie to 
the higher powers for there is no power but of God, and 
hee calleth them Gods Miniſters, & yet at that time there 
was no chriſtiã magiſtrate, This being granted, yet here 
fome male queſtion, whether there be any ſuperioritie or 
inferioritie amongſt the miniſters ofthe Golßell & whe· 


tber there be ſubiection and obedience due to bee giuen g 
bo | | © 


— 
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laboring in the word of God to rule and gouerne, and o- 
thers that alſo labour in the worde and are ſubiect and to 


ſa eſt diuerſit as nomi num ſi non ſit diuerſitas merirarũ. And this point 


| ties, which even in the Apoſtles time then began to riſe: 


of the one to the other. In the Apoſtles time it is plaine 

there were Prophets, and Apoſtles, Paſtors, Teachers, 
Prieſts or Elders, Deacons, Biſhops, Evangeliſts, i) iH 
cen and divers others. In the ages ſucceeding the Apo- 
Mles, the general conſent of al antiquitie & the Churches 
of God eaſterne and weaſterne-inall ages hitherto haue ; 
kept a difference of degrees in the Church, ſome beſides | | 


be governed by others. S. Hierom, in his fecond booke a 
gainſt Jouinian, proueth that both in the Goſpell as well | 
as in the law it is hath and muſt be ſo, for ſaith he,/ine can- Yerpethaps 
in his commentarie vpon the 19. Chapter of Efay, he ma- e 
keth mentiõ of fiue orders in the Church, Biſhops, Prieſts, 1 | 
Deacons, Beleeuers, and thoſe that were yet catechiſed, and byreak 
and not admitted to the participation of the ſacraments. a hd ms 
Inhis-epiſtle ad Ruſticum Monachum he ſaith,ſinguls eccleſt Pc 
arum Epiſcopi, ſino uli archipreſbyteri, ſinguli archidiaconi,eh 
omnis ordoeccleſiafticus ſuts rectoribus nititur; mentioning 
Biſhops, and Prieſts that had alſo autoritie of gouerning, 
and Archdeaeons, Fut in his comment on the 6. of Hie- 
mie, he ſaich chat Biſhops Prieſts and every Eccleſiaſticall 
order ought to feed the flock of Chriſt; and in this diſpe- 
ſation there is no difference, but as it pleaſeth God to giue 
diverſitie of giſts, andbleſſing to the outward meanes by 
the inward working of the ſpirit. And further in his com- 
mentarie vpon the epiſtle of S. Paul to Titus, he ſheweth 
that the occaſion of the difference in autority of Prieſts, 
or Elders, and Biſhops, was by reaſon of ſciſmes and here- 


which might ſoeme to haue beene an ordinance then in 
| A 3 force 


force. In another place hee faith that vnleſſe this order 
were we ſhould haue as many miniſters, ſo many ſciſmes. 

In all S. Anguſtines workes and al the fathers before him, 
they all mention a difference betweene Preſbyterum and 
Epiſcopum both in autoritie and dignitie. Bucer in his 


2 cum annos 
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w ka It is not credible that this parity berweene Epiſcapum and 
um continued long in any one Church, neither 
was it generally at any time obſerued in all Churches, 
for eveñ from the times of the Apoſtles, ome one Prieſt 
or elder was choſen amongſt the reſt, Which ſhouldi be in 
authoritie aboue the reſt; as a guid and gouernor to rule 
all the reſt, as he proueth out of AR, 15. that S. Iames was 
Biſhop of Hieruſalem, &c. And that this ordination of 
— et = obſerued inall Churches, may 
be gathered by alece! iaſticall hiſtories and ancient fa- 
thers as Tertullian,Cyprian,Irenzus, Euſebius &c. The 
neceſſity hereofhe amplifieth with reaſõs vnanſwerable. 


p·45· 48 at ful. And in al the cecumenical counſels & pro- 
vinciall Synodes which were from time to time kept for 
the maintenance of vnity & repreſſing of hereſie; Who 
were there to diſcuſſe, determine & order matters in con- 
troverſie, to ſet down the confeſſion of faith for vnitie, to 
make ordinances and conſtitutions wherevnto miniſters 
and people were ſubiect, were they inferior miniſters or 
Biſhops ? In all this time there was no queſtion, whether 
the Church ought to be gouernedby Biſhops and other 
miniſters ofinferior autotitie and yet ſuperior to others. 
Hamongſt vs this order of gouernment were not, both 


miniſters and miniſtery would grow into contempt — 


uns xe ÞOOke de animarum cura officiog, ercleſiaſtici paſtoris. p. 20. 
1 Nola Eva excuſ Baſilie.anno.z7. —2— vpon S. Hierom: 


To this ſame purpoſe read the Kings Maieſties Apologie 


Ps a 


ſuch anarchie here would be the oyerthraw of the Goſ: 
pelland Church of God amongſt vs. Thus much for the 
enerall. | ol | 
5 Now to ſpeake of the particuler obedience,which c6- 
ſiſtech in two things: firſt in the obedienee to the word of 
God preached, by him that watcheth for the ſoule Se - 
condly, of yeelding obedience vnto the autoritie of ſuch 
miniſters,as are in preheminence, as alſo in obeying their 
lawes, conſtitutions and ordinances. And firſt touching 
obedience vnto the word, where we are to conſider, that 
vnleſſe we reverence the man that preacheth the word, 
atleaſt for his calling and office ſale, the worde preached 
by him ſhall be to ſmale effect. Which Saint Paulknew 
well when (F Cor. 4. 1.) he ſaich iet a man eſteeme of vs as the 
miniſters of God, and diſpenſers of hi miſteries. And Gal. 4. 
14. 15. he glorieth, that the Galatians receiued him as an 
Angel, yea as Chriſt himſelfe, and that their loue to him 
was ſuch, that if it had beene poſſible they would haue 


pulled out their very eies to haue done him good; & this 
their reſpect of him was a glory and renow ne vnto them. 


Our Saviour Chriſt complaineth, that the baſe eſteeme 
that his country-menhad of him was the occaſion why 
he preached little wroght few miracles, and his comming 
was ſo little availcable to them. This made S. Paulſo care- 
full to right his reputatiõ againſt che practiſes ofthe falſe 
apoſtles,who in many places ſtandeth much boch in pro · 
ving the autoritie of his Apoſtleſhip, and alſo in exalting 
ofhis gifts, & 1 the integritie ofhis converſatio, 
Chriſt to teach the honor due voto his miniſters, put» - 
teth vpon them his perſon and ſaith( Mat. ro )that the en- 
tertainement and reſpect given vnto them, hee account · 


ech done vnto himſelfe. We read that the Prophets — 
2; oms- 
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ſometimes called mE of God, ſometimes Prophets ofthe 
Lord, and evaii Kings called them fathers. 2. King 6. 21. 
In like manner S. Paul in divers places calleth his auditors 
his ſonnes and himſelfe their father, ſhewing that as hee 
loued them as his naturall ſonnes, ſo ought they mueh 


Axe. more to honour him as their father, In the Revelation 
mn eto miniſters are called Angels a high title of honor. 1: Tim. 


5. 17: The Apoſtle teacheth that #hoſe claers that rule well 
E are wortlhy e Din meaneſt then are worthy of 
honor. becauſe they are more thẽ themſelues, chey are the 


Ebaſſadors of Chriſt.2. Cor. 1. 14. pro Chriſto legatione 


gimur, Nowy doe but conſider this, the place and per- 
ſon they do ſuſtaine, that Gods autority doth ſhine in thẽ 
eminecntly, and we ſhal eaſily conelude, that to deny th 
the honor and reſpect due vnto their office and place, is 
to clip Gods coine, is treaſon againſt God himſelfe. In the 
v commandement, the yeelding of a due honor hath the 
ptomiſe of a bleſſed long life, the contrary muſt needs pro 


Þdeordinaio cure a wretched life and a curſed death, in the 2.King:2. 
ede den. 24:verſe, when certaine children mocked Elizeus, God 


curſed them,and ſent aſhee beare out of a wood adioin- 
ing which devoured 42 of them. Therefore ſeeing we ho- 
nour our lawier that watcheth for our goods, and our 
Phiſition for the health of our bodies, much more ought 
their feete ſeeme beautifull vnto vs, that watch for our 
ſoules, that bring vs the glad tidings of ſalvarion. 

a The conſideration of this will manifeſt. vnto vs the 
wicked frowardnes of ſuch, as without all feare of God 
v or reſpect of common civilitie ( how ſocuer they will 
y ſeeine to doe it in zeale of religion) wil ſpeake evil of thẽ 
i that are in authoritie, & eſpecially ofthe miniſters from 
v the higheſt to the lowieſt, they wil beſpurtle al with _ 
i! | Ot 
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„ blot ox other thouphthey bee never ſo ſober, learned; 
„ teverend, godly or graue, yet al muſt be either falſe pro- 
„ phets, antichriſtian prelats, timeſervers, idle or evill per- 
„ ſons, yea thou preach oft, if they preach not 
twice on the ſunday, they muſt bee damned creatures, 
„ dumb dogges, and what not if they bee not of their hu- 
„ mor: for to frame lies, to raiſe ſlaunders, tobackbire or 
„ any waies to impeach, any that are conformable to the 
y gouernement of the Church, they account it religion, 
„ and he the moſt forward, that herein ſheweth himſelfe 
„ moſt impudent : And this is ſo common a vice annex 
ed to the inbred - pride of faction, that few of them that 
v are refractorie to the gouernement eſtabliſhed, are free 
,, from: but Saint James tels them, they ſeeme to them- 
v ſelues to bee religeous but their ill gouerned tongue 
5 ſhewes their religion is vaine. | 

» Another ſort there are, that eſteeme baſely of all mi- 
5 niſters, as they be miniſters; who though their wicked- 
y neſſe and contempt of Godbe herein farre greater, the 
the otherzyet are hep berin the leſſe dãgerous, becauſe 
» they maske not in the cloke of teligion but manifeſt 
their prophane hearts to all men, yet it were meete that 
» ſuch groſſe contempt ſhould not eſcape vnpuniſhed. 

But the former ſort obiect and ſay, they giue honor to 

che miniſterie and the miniſters, though they eſteeme of 
ſome andnot of others, I ſhould ſay, more then others; 
they only denie it to them that are not lawfull miniſters, 
which haue not a lawfull out ward calling, or want the in- 
ward calling which is giſts, aptneſſe to tec. 

For the law fulnes of the ourward calling of our mini- 
ſters, it was not called into queſtion either by Bucer, Pet. 
Martyr, or any of our oo atthe time — 
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2 Seeing ofthe Goſs, . 2 

learned,nor by any — — "nam Gam} 
which, the glorie of our Church ſhineth in brightnes as 
the moone amon r zyet if there bec any that 
herein malie ſeruple let him reade S. Auguſtine and other 
learned and ancient fathers a gainſt the atiſts, which 
ſerueth for ful confutation ot * lame ſect renued in our 
daies ynder other names, 

Icq the ſecond obiection, that the miniſter ha happily y is 
pot ne. apt to teach. and therefore no lawfull mini- 
ſter nor worthy of the honour of a miniſter. Wee wiſh +. 
—— — Cod that all our e * | 

ere good preachers, yet wee knowe that in 
Wie been ſome miniſters in the Church, who | 
could preach and for floth would not, and ſome others 
that for want of _ could not and yet were ever held | 
for lawfull miniſters, 

In cheeſtabliſhing of che Goſpell after the aboliſhing 
of Popery, there was not a ſufficient number of preach- 
ers, and therefore there were many godly men, —— by 
godly Biſhops 8&Martyres,into the miaiſtery that ſhould 
read the Scriptures and praiers ofthe Church, catechiſe 
acrording roa forme — read homilies, admini- 


the help ofpreachersmonth- 

5 or as oſtas they conid bee bad. And ſince | 
are very many places,wehere the ſtipend is not 

ſufficient to maintaine a preachet, and ate of neceſſityſer · 


Jas, wt bat. — — — * 


of obedience. 0 
readerh,receiueth the facraments, and heare ſermons ſo 
oft as they can haue them, and bee in as good ſtate of ſal- 
vation, as ſome people, that haue diuers ſermons made by 
extempory men which ſtand vpon the preſent aſſiſtance 
of che ſpiri t, labitur im ills hors, and preach their own idle 
humors. S. Auguſt. lib. i. cap. f. de dottr ina chriſtianae ſhew- 
eth, that there were in the Church in his time ſome mini- 
ſters which had not the gift of preaching, of whome hee 
made no queſtion but that —— law full miniſters, & 
he approueth their reading of homilies or pronouncing: 
of other mens ſermons to the better edifying and inſtru- 
ting of their people. Theſe are his words. Sunt ſane qui- 
dum, qui bene pronunciare poſſunt, quid autem pronuncient 
excogitare non poſſuntʒ quod ſi ab ais ſumant eloquenter ſapi- 
enter g conſcriptum, memoriæg commendent atq ad populum 
K — eam perſonam gerunt, non improbè faci ant. And 
y your leaue, a great parte of our curious preachers, 
which envie ſo much againſt reading of homilies, and cã- 
not endure that a learned man ſhould vſe the helpe of his 
ovyne notes inthe pulpit, (becauſe they themſelues can 
preach little worth noting) which will ſceme to preach 
1 out of = — and _ owne — wry; , yerwill 
preach other mens ſermons, printed and written, and 
ſtudy little elſe; and howſocuer «ea knowe themſelues 
to be vnlearned, yet doe they account of themſelues, and 
will be accounted mote then ordinary preachers.lwould 
haue them to deny miniſters that haue not the gifts to 
make a ſufficient ſermon themſelues, to bee lawfull mi- 
niſters,& then we ſhould haue a great many of their 
chers in the ſame ſtate. Let it bee proued that — to 
make & ſermons of themſelues is the forme & eſ-· 
ſence of a miniſter, ich cannot 6 
Ba. 
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Paul; though queſtionleſſe it is the prineipall qualitie in 
any miniſter. Againe if ſuch ſhalbe denied to be mmiſters 
{#he congregations vnder them may as well be denied to, 
be viſible members of the Church of God) then muſt the 
ſacraments adnuniſtred hy them, hee denied tober ſacra · 
ments, but ſo doch no proteſtant Church eſteeine of our 
miniſters and congregations, nox any of any ſound iudge · 
ment: S. Auguſtine Contra Parmenunum: Domatiſtam, C- 
cantra Creſemnium erummaticii C contra Pet ilianum, ſhew- 
ethithat the dignitie af the ſacraments dependeth not of 
che werch welle ofthe miniſter , becauſe the ſacraments 
are Chriſts,and whoſoever the miniſter be that baptiſeth 
with water, it is hee that baptiſeth with the holy Ghoſt. 
derftanding To conclude this point the honor due vnto a miniſter, is 
auuchag not to be denied vnto him that hath not gifts of himſelfe 
d of ſufficient to make ſermons ſeeing that this notwithſtan- 
noroftul- ding he cannot be denied to be a law full miniſter howſo- 
ſermons, ever thoſe that haue greater gifts are worthy of double 
bone wr 1 | 
imLe Vet herein the flackneſſe of ſome of the gouernors of 
ko. that our Church cannot be excuſed, for there are many, that 
but hat if chey were vrged and inioined, haue ſufficiencie both of 
is cenſure learning and vtterance, but their careleſneſſe and idlenes 
Amonpray is ſuch, chat vnleſſe they bee compelled they will rake no 
bach «rien pains. There are others that with good directiõs & helps. 
7 chapter Of their able neighbouring miniſters, would in ſhort time 
de equa be brought vnto a reaſonable ſufficiencie in preaching; as 
er de cis. Lhaue lhovyne the experience of many in divers places. 
ble chem Nou for the reſt, which are not able of themſeſues to 
6 aternary frame ſermons, they might be enioined to the catechiſing 
5 — which is appoint by autoritie, and to read homilies 
ve 228 Which are ſet forth and enioined, and to procure their 
1 07 1 weckely 


of obedience. | 
weekely or — ſermons at the leaſt, acrording to 
the iniunctions and Canons. And ſeeing it hath beone a 
fault of ſome particuler gouernors (and not the fault of 
the gouernment, which commandeth the cõtrary) to or 
daine ſuch inſufficient men, in places where ſufficiẽt main 
tenice is for able preachers. it were to be wiſhed that for 
the time to cõe, they would admit none into ſuch places 
but preachers. and this evil was wiſely foreſeen &thought 
very neceſſarie to be redreſſed,when as by our eccleſiaſti 
call lawes they ought to be graduats and of a good age. & 
and not meere grammer ſchollers, nor youths, which are 
to be admitted into the miniſtery. Moreouer our go- 
uernors of our Churches ſhould doe a good and necella- 
ry ſervice;to take a ſure ſurvey of thoſe that are preachers 
what their ſufficiency is, for many out of their preſump · 
tious pride, or to avoid the name of a nõpreacher, though 
they haue no learning nor any competent vnderſtandin 
in x ſcriptures,will take vpon them to preach very of- 
ten, yea ſome of them twice or thrice a weeke, and God 
 knowes,knowenot how nor what they preach, to the 
great diſhonor of God and reproach; — brin- 
ging the preaching of the word in contempt, and to bee 
ieſted at. Theſe vnpreaching preachers doe more harme 
in the Church and more hinder the obedience vnto the 
Goſpel, then any one thing, theſe ought to bee forbidden 
to preach till they bee better inſtructed. Laſtly, ſeeing 


che calling off miniſters is to bee reverenced; they are 
to admoniſh the miniſters, generally and parti 


that by their pietie, integritie, diligence and charitie, they 
would force men to yeeld that reverence and obedience 
as they are bound vnto and as becommeth them. 

No for the reverence and obedience vnto the word 


B. 3 of 


* 4 „ 1 > &S 
* > A | ©. - G - : 
= 


of God preached by the miniſter. For as the reverent e- 
— ofthe miniſtery & miniſters, is a great cauſe that | 
— the word of God wich more alacrity 
c rofit: So the meſſage which they 
brings i the — of God, addeth autority and honour to 
the — cauſeth obedience _ eelded vnto it. 
For vnles we be perſwaded, that they ods miniſters, 
— which they — is Gods word, wee 
ſhall neither profit by it, nor edt obedience vnto it, nay 
it will bee a ſauor of death vnto death vnto when wee 
ſhall be of taking Gods name in vaine, and refuſe | 
the of reconciliation & meanes of ſalvation offred. 


S. Paul 1. Theſſ. 2. 13. reioiceth that the Theſſalonians re- 
ceiued the word preached ,not as the word of man hut as it 
i indeed the wordefGod. & 2. Cor. 4. 7. we haze this treaſure 
in earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the vertue there 
e . our ſelues. this is not —4 
e Pro es who were extraordinary 
— — — the holy Ghoſt; but 
— mths in the Church, that ſo long as 
—.— —— rding to the Scri res 
& & it to our vſe, this 
— —-— —ç word of God, 
and ſo tobe reverenced and — 3 
— — Gods name 
| — — — — | 
vilions peo ar rr en fro | 
after hee had ordained an ordinary miniſtery , hee 2 q 
knowne his will vnto the people by them. In the 20. of | 
3 — the law was eee — 1 
enings noyꝛe of trumpets , moaking 4 
ofthe mountaine,the people were ſore affraide,and made 
re- 
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requeſt vnto Moſes, that they might not heare God ſſ 
but char Moſes might be — Col & deliver Sd: | 
will co them. In this ordinance of God, that his Miniſters 
ſhould declare his will vnto the people; firſt he declareth 
his good will toward vs, hen he taketh out of men them 
that ſhal do his meſſage in the world, that ſhalbe mrerpre- 
ters of his ſecret will, that ſhal repreſent his owne perſon. 
And ſo by experience he proveth, that it is not vaine that 
commonly hee calleth vs his temples, when out of the 
mouthes of men as out of his ſanctuarie hee giveth an- 
ſw ers to men. Secondly, this is the beſt and moſt profi · 
table exerciſe to humility, when hee accuſtometh vs to o- 
bey his word, howſoever it be preached by men like vnto 
vs, yea ſometimes our inferiors in dignity .; Thirdly, there 
was nothing fitter forthe cheriſhing of mutuall charitic 
then that men ſhould bee bound togither with this bond, 
when one is.madepaſtor to teach the reſt, and the people 
are commanded to be ſchollers of the ſame ſchoole, to re- 
ceiue all one doctrine at one mouth. Theſe points Calvin 
handleth ſo largely and fo pithily that them that 
would be farther ſatisfied, vnto his fourth hooke of Inſti · 
tutions and third chapter. | | 
But here ariſe O maine doubts, the one touching the 
doctrine, the ſecond touching the life of the Miniſter. Firſt 
as conceruing the doctrineʒ it ſeemeth that here is great 
danger, if we ſhall take all for true Prophets, and all that is 
delivered for Gods word. For we read 1; King: 18.2 6nd 
1. King. 22. 6. and many other places, that their were falſe 
prophets, and therefore Deut. 18.20. an the Lord is faine 
to teach them how, to know the true Prophet fromthe: 
falſe whether they ff his word or their o.õ·ne- 
Touching Prophets their calling was immediate and 


” 


, Ob: _ -Yerfurtheritis o 


extraordinary, there was no ſuch queſtion ofLevits or 
Ob: Our Saviour Chriſt in che goſpell Mat. 7. 15. bids his 


diſciples to beware of falſe Prophets: and S. Paule, and S. 


Jude, make mention of falſe teachers, &c. 

Reſp. In our Saviour Chriſts time, the extraordinary calling 
of Prophets was not altogither ceaſed. And the Apoſtle 

ake not of ordinary Miniſters, but of ſuch as went about 
ke Apoſtles or Evangeliſts, and ſuch as without any ſet- 
led place or ordinary calling went from place to place to 
ſowe hereſies, ſome of which denied Chriſt the foundati- 
on, ſome taught doctrines of devils and damnable here- 
fies.Ifrhey had meant ordinary miniſters in an eſtabliſhed 
Church, ould haue eaſily told them a redreſſe, by 

ordina 1 9 Ar toreclaime or depoſe them. 
iected. r. Ioh . we are commanded 

to try the ſpirits whether they be of God or no &c. 

Reſþ: -- Indeed many herevpon ignorantly & preſumptuouſly 
haue and doe aſſume vnto themſelues a power and liberty 
to dieue into the ſecrets of God, and to cenſure ſome to 
be miniſters of God and ſent by him, ſome to bee no law- 
full miniſters, but ſend themſelues; ſome this and that at 
their pfeaſure: Whereas the Apoſtlcigiuerh no ſuch li- 
berty, hut expoundeth himſelfe in the wordes followin 
that he that denieth theLord Ieſus to be come in the fl 
is not of God. 

ob: Bachow if vpon the right ſoundatiõ, they build wood 
hay ſtubble. inſtoed of gold, ſiluer and precious ſtonesꝰ 

Reſp: God ſufferech ſuch ſometimes 1 To ſtirre vp our care 

| —— teach vs to doe as the noble er did 
c. 17. 11. Secondly to rry vs(as Deut. 13.3. whether we 
will bee carried away with every blaſt 2 


{ 


Thirdly, 


doctrine. 
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Thirdly, to try the minifters humilitie, whether he will ac- 
knowledge his error when he is convinced, and reforme 
it, as uſtine de catechizandis rudibus declareth. Quod 
ſo humane infirmitatis intent io, etiam ab ipſa rerum veritate 
errauerit, ue forte accidat ut hinc uffemdatur auditor. Non 4 
liunde nobisdebet videri accidiſſe, niſi quia Deus experiri nos 
voluit, vtrum cum mentis placiditate corrigamur; ne in de- 
fenſione noſtrierroris maiori precipitemar errori. Fourthly 
to teach the miniſter not to truſt to his wit or preſent fa- 
eulty, but by ſtudie, reading, meditation & prayer prepare 
himſelſe. | 4 

But many preach much out of humane writers & an · Ob: 
cient fathers, therefore their ſermons are not to be recei - 
ved as the word of God? 

If their ſayings alleadged by the preacher, be — to Reſp; 
the word of God and fitly applied, they are to be receiued 
as the word; becauſe if it bee truth, it is of him that is the 
truth the way and the life. Heare what Saint Auguſtin, 
in lib. 2. de dodtrina chriſtiana cap. ib. ſaith of this point: hi- 
laſaphi etiam qui vocantur, ſi qua forte vera & fidei noſtre 
accommoda dixerunt non ſolum formidanda non ſunt , (ed ab 
ys etiam tanquam iniuſtis poſſeſſoribus in vj um noftrum ve+ 
dicands Cc. The heathen Philoſophers (faith hee) thoſe 
things which they haue ſpoken truely, and agreeable to 
our Rich we ought to beſo farre of from being afraid of 
it, as that we are to challenge it from them as from vniuſt 
poſſeſſors to our owne vſe, as the Iſraelites did the veſſels, p 
iewels and rayment, which they borrowed from the A- | 
gyprians &c.To the ſame purpoſe S. Hierom. And now videdms 
to conclude this point alſo. If thou ſuſpe& that thou hea- 33s e 
reſtthe preacherpreach that which is neither the worde u 
ae 
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ſed by ſome miniſters thatbeinautoriry(ifhe himſelſe do 
not fatilty thee)andler the ſpirit ofthe Prophets bee ſub- 
iect vnto the Prophets, and if it proue to bee an error, hee 
may either confeſſe his fault and renounce his error, or 
elſe til ſuch time be teſtrained. In the meane time, vnleſſe 
thou canſtproucbythis meanes, the doctrine deliuered 
falſe, t hou art hound to reverence it, to receiue it, & to o- 
bey it, as the word of Cd. 
ob: The ſecond maine obiection is the life of the miniſter, 

- becauſe God ſometimes ſuffereth, ſome covetous ludaſ- 
| ſes ſome laſciuious ſonnes of Elie, ſome prophane Epi- 
cures to be in the miniſterie, they thinke there is no reve- 
rence due vnto them as they are miniſters of God, nor o- 
bedience vnto the word delivered by them, as vnto the 
word of God. 2er 


4nſ: This indeed is a great ſtumbling blocke which hath 


and doth cauſe many to fall And it were to bee wiſhed 
that by the cenſures of the church ſuch offences were re- 
moved either by reclaiming the offendors and bringing 


them into order, or els by ſuipending them from their or · 


ders vntill they amend : ſeeing as Hophne & Phineas they 


make the Lords ſacriſices to be abhotred. Vet the Lorde 
ſuffreth ſuch to trie vs whether we wil hereat take offence 
andtrefuſe the precious pearte offered vnto vs becauſe it is 


brought vnto us in an vncleane bone. Tomeete with this 
evill our Saviour himſelße hath given vs aleſſon, Mat. 23. 
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mods terrena ſetlantes, Chriftum tamen pradicant c per eos * + 


vox Chriſt: auditur go Jequantur oves non mercenarium, ſed 
vocem paſtoris per mercenariam. Sede do enim cathedrs Moſs, 
legem Dei docent ergo per ils Dens doret, cc. The ſneepfold 
of Chriltharh ſer onerit;fonnes &tirelings, Andyetthe 
hirelings alſo are neceſſary, for there are manie in the 
church, which follow after worldly commodities and yet 
preach Chriſt,and by them is the voice of Chriſt h 
the ſheepe followe not the hireling but the voice ofthe | 
ſheepheardby che hireling, for ſitting in Moſes chaire, 
they teach the law of 'thereforeby them God teach 
eth. And he alleadgeth S. Paul Phil. i. 15. ſõe preach Chriſt 
— — — minde, ſome 
to adde affliction to his bonds „ but 
—— euer. hee was glad that Chriſt was preached, and 
Phat 2.2 — proſunt dite ndo que non faciunt, 
ſed longe pluribus prodeſſent faciendo que dicunt, they doe 
much good vnto many in ſayi tharwhich th eydo nor, 
— moreſhould they do by doin charwhich they 
ſay. — condbockecms creſconium Gramma- 
ticum, he anſwereth an obiection made by the Donatiſts 
out of the 50. Plalme, ur haſt thos to — preach my 
lawes gc. He undeth it thus want um 
ad te attiuet, nan ſt hoc — — — yas 
nu non ad meritum 7 valebit. In vaine thou doeſtit 
as conc thy ſelfe, this ſhall availe thee nothing, 
this ſhallnotbee any meanes to ſaue thee, but to con- 
demne thee: — ſhall heare the worde at ſuch a 
mans mouth beleueir and obey it, though he be damned, 
yet they ſhallbe ſaued, becauſe they followed the counſell 
of our Saviour Chriſt Mat. a3. that which theykay dong 
buraſter their workesdoenor Str. 
C2 They 


* 


Ob: ©. -Theythatareevillmen,and vnſanctified, cannot con- 


vert ſoules? * 


| Reſp. So me Ihnowe, and cole ofthepreciftor both of | 


miniſters, and people hane held, that a formaliſt (for ſo 
they tearme althoſe tliat in the feare of God &obedience 
vnto the Prince conforme thẽſelues vnto the laws preſcri- 
bed) cannot convert ſoules, though he be never ſo — 
or vpright in his converſation : they haue that giſt them- 
ſelues. S. Auguſtin contra: epiſt. Parmemiams lib. a. cap 21. Car- 
nales humines non poſſe ſpiritales filios procreare.loh. g. quod 
natum eſt ex carne caro eſt, quod natum ex ſpiritu ſpirits eſt. 
Carnall men cannot ſpirituall children, becauſe the 
Evangeliſt ſaith, that which is borne of the fleſhis fleſh. 
« Quaſi nos dicamus per ſeipſum quemlibet hominem ſpirits. 
s filios generare, & non pro Evangelium in cuius predication 
ne ſpiritus ſaniZus operatur. i. Cor. g. ego vos genui per Euan · 
gelium, Euangelium autem fur quog, Indas ſine detrimento fi- 
Aalium predicauit. As if lo be we may ſay, that any man of 
hiqaiſelſe can beget ſpitituall children, and not by the Goſ- 
pell, in the preaching whereof the holy Ghoſt worketh. 
As S. Paul ſaich 1. Cor.. haue begotten you by the Goſ- 
pell, and the theefe Iudas preached the Goſpell, without 
any detriment to the faithful. 
By chis that hath been ſaid in anſwere vnto the ſecond 
obiection, here ariſetli this concluſion. That evil and wic- 
ked men being miniſters of the Goſpell, are to bee heard. 
2. That tho word of God preached by them is to he recei- 
ued and obeyed as Gods word, and may bee profitable to 
our ſaluation. 3. That they notwithſtanding are to be re- 
verenced for the calling & place ſake, And thus much for 
the firſt branch of obedience in hearing. 
+ Now for obedience vnto eccleſiaſticall lawes and con- 
2 ſtituti- 


ſtitutions. D. H. Zanchie, ſhewerh;how that many not 
knowing the difference betweene humane traditions and 
eccleſiaſticall conſtitutions, brand them both with one 
blacke marke. The neceſſitie of theſe he proueth at large 
by vnanſwerable arguments, to bee ſuch, as without the 
which, concord prace and vnitie, order nor decency can 
be obſerued, northe Church of God conſiſt or be, nor any 
publike worſhip of God bee preſerued and . 
Let the neceſſity of theſe or thoſe inparticuler, is not ſich. 
as that they are accounted neceſſary to ſalvation, or that 
of themſelues they bind the conſcience with a religious 
obſervation of them. So in the preface to the booke of 
commõ prayer where reaſons are giuen of the aboliſhing 
of ſome ceremonies and the retaining of others, is decla- 
red the ſelſe ſame ching, and that many of theſe in our 
Church, may vpon iuſt cauſes, Which the Church & ſtate · 
ſhall thinke good,. be changed or altered, & therefore are 
not held equall in autority to the word of God. And we 
knowe there is as great diverſitie in the mindes . of men; as 
is in their viſages, & therefore if ſome orders ſhould not 
be ſet down, but chat every man ſhould be left to his own 
| liberty,we ſhould haue ſo many ſeuerall congregations, 
ſo many diuers religions. We ſee the varietie of opinions 
touching the geſture in receiuing the communiõ, though 
there be order ſerdowne for the receiuing of it kneeling. 
Some hold it vnlawfull to kneele, and deeme that to re. 
eeiue ſtanding is the beſt way, as here in this place. O. 
chers condemne kneeling as Popiſh and idolatrous, 
and hold ſtanding as Iewiſh as the other Popiſh, and 
- thercfore ſay that Chriſts example in this muſt beevn- 
to vs a lawe and rule from which wee may not varie: hee 
received it ſitting, and therfore any other geſture vn- 
or C 3 law- 
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lawful. Thus wee ſec, if in this and other things, every 
man were left to his one liberty, what an endleſſe 
worke there would be, there would be cõcord in i 
but in diverſities and diſagreements. The vſe and ende of 
theſe rites(as D. Lanchie laithare firſt that 7 pro- 
cure a reverence vnto the holy, things; and that by ſuch 
helpes we may be ſtirred vp vnto godlines, & by a ſtreight 
hand be led vnto 2 eſecond — & 
vity,which in all actions oughtto bee : 
—— chiefly appeare. Afterwards he proveth that 
eccleſiaſtical traditions and conſtitutions, are — 
humane but divine, good, true, holy, and pleaſing to God, 
becauſe they are ordinãces of the church, which is guided 
by the ſpirit of God which is truth. For the particulers 
they are partly humane, and partly divine; divine becauſe 
they are a part oſ that order and decorum, that God hath 
commanded in generall, leaving the particulers to the diſ- 
cretion ofthe — framed according to the ge- 
nerall rule. | 
No as there muſt of neceſſitie be a vniforme order in 
theſe things preſcribed:ſo alſo is it no — ſee 
vniformity inthe obſervance of theſe orders. For they are 
made to mainetaine and preſerue vnity, and therefore ge- 
nerally to be obſerved in thoſe places where they are eta · 
bliſhed. And if any inferior governors in the church who 
are to ſee vniſorme orders to be obſerved ) will ſee ſome 
obſerved and ſome others wilfully to be broken : It were 
in my opinion much better for them to bei meanes vnto 
ſuperior autority, that thoſe orders which they thinke vn- 
fit werealtercd;then that this liberty of diverſity ſhoulde 
be given which breeds ſo ſcandals, For Iknoweby 
manifold experience, the danger that this diverſity of — 


” 
* 


ſtand amazed, whileſt they ſce in one pariſh one forme of 
praiers andadininiſtring the ſacraments, and another in 
doubt whar they may follow: Herevpon it commech to 
paſſe that ſome falhto Popery, ſome to Arheiſme,8& ſome 
to other hereſies & ſchiſmes. Thete inconveniences were 
wiſely foreſeene, in the eſtabliſning of an acꝭ in Parlament 
for vniformity. And if politicat law / es of heathen ptinces, 
be tobe obſerved for conſtiencł ſabe (fo that they emo ine 
not diſobedience to God) much mote theſe that are ſor 
—— concord, order ee the wor- 

| 6. 266. Hoc iabrm impetatores quod iu- 
clriſtat. That which king commande, that Chriſt com- 
mandeth, becauſe when as they commande that which is 
good Chriſt commandeth by them. 
But many oſour lawes ordinances and conſtitutions, Ob: 
ay ſome, are vnlawful: Therefore not to be obſerved. 


* 


Bucer being written vnto by D. Cranmer then Arch- 4»f:- 


biſhop of Canterbury and alſo by H. Hooper, as appea- 
—— — mir TA ee — 
nes of theſe matters which ave now made quuſtion | 
divers,writeth his cenſure at large vpon om booke:of co 
mon praier liturgie and ceremonies. Nowhefaith, that 
when firſt he came into this lind, he made doubi whether 
he might ioine with our churcłi as wich a church of God, 
things were ſo farre out of order; but when her looked 
more ſeriouſly into the matter, he foũd that the fault was 
in the manners of the men and for want of che-execution: 
of the wholeſome orders bed; and not mthelawes. -. 
and ordinances preſcribed themſelues: after her doubtech 
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| b on book not to avouch tliat touching our lawes, ordertandiliſci. 
ns rer. pline cſtabliſhed,hefound = any thing, that was not ci. 


ther directly, or by neceſſary conſequence, drawne out of 
the word of ——— hewiſhed that ſomethings 
that troubled the conſciences of ſome men, were remo-' 
ved,for their ſakes that tooke offence; which hee ſhewerh 


jo. 99 me in his E iſtles ſeemeth to bee 
0 che ſame iu mm. 2 
ol: Others : a aborths moſtof onrceremonies 


Morving * 
Anſ: vr ay ron lawfull if th — 
Indeed vpon this conceipt, ſome do ſtrongly and 

nn may not cõmande them to weare their 
i of this or that faſhion, much leſſe any 

to be v 2 in the Church, for they muſt ſtande vponChri- 
ſtian liberty. r mare. of obedience, and like to 
breed loialty in che ſubiects towards their Prince. I mar- 
4 8 what this humor woulde growe, if it were fol · 

ow 

ob: Againe ſomethink oughtnot to yeeld obedience 
to theſe orders of ae — — they arenotreſol- 
ved, but ſtand in doubt, and wharloever is not of faith but 
is done doubtingly, is a ſinne. 

Anſ: Iris much better to obey doubtingly, then to dilobey 
doubtingly:bur me thinkes they ſhould reaſon thus. Be- 
cauſe Lam enioined to doe ſuch a thing, if I obeynor the 
authoritie of a Chriſtian te, I muſt needes ſin, vn 
leſſe Ican manifeſtly proue chat which is commãded 
is vnlawfull, 

0b: here are others that grant them lawyful but ( ſay they) 
we cannot yetld vnto them without offence, andicandall 
of Many, 


1 pr 8 „ - 5 


Calllappyly comaFor therwhichirexlolnodifitbine 
7 2 2 | 
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7 of obedience. 
| Chriſtpaid tribute Mar.17.27 which he was not boũd 
vnto ſeeing he was free : yet nevertheleſſe hee did it for a- 
voiding » Now theſe men in ſeeking to ſhun of- 
fence of I know notwhom they imagine will run head- 
into the wilful offence of the church & whole ſtate, 
raſhly breake the cõcord & vnity ofthe Church. This 
i; to ſtreine at a Gnat and ſwallow a Cammell. S. Augu- 
ſtin writeth at large moſt divinely on this point. Eyiſt. 774. 
4d lanuarium. Thoſe things, ſaith hee, which we obſerue 
notby written autority, but by tradition, which are ob · 
ſerved throughout the whole world, we muſt vnderſtand, 
chat they are commanded and appointed by the Apoſtles 
themſelues, or els are decreed in lawfull councels whoſe 
authority in the Church is moſt wholeſome and holy. As 
that the paſſion xeſurrection, and aſcenſion of our Savior 
Chriſt.the comming of the holy Ghoſt,are celebrated & 
ſolemnized yearely,& whatſoever ſuch like is obſerved of 
the whole — generally. There are others which are 
different in ſeveral places & countries,as that ſome faſt on 
the ſatterdaies, & — do not, ſome receiue the cõmuniõ 
every day, ſome ſatterdaies & ſondaies only, ſome on ſon- 
daics only, dc ſome at ſet times. Toti hoc genus habet liberas 
obſer vatianes, nec eſt diſciplina ulla in his rebus melior grevs 
prudemtig, viro, quam ut eo modo agat quo agere viderit ecclee 
ſam adquameung, forte devenerit. Quod enim nt, contra fids 
neg, contra bonos mores iniungitur, indifferenter eſt habendg 
& procorum inter quos vivitur ſocietate ſeruandum eſt. All 
things of this kinde are free to be obſerved as theparticu- 
— —— good; neither is there — theſe 
ings er rule to a graue & prudent man, thẽ that 
— — erg which hee 


cher 


— - — hos 


= 
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| theragainſifaithnor manners, is to beheldin 
ought to be obſerved according as they do in pla 
wee line. Then he ſheweth that his mo begehen yr 
himjto Millain, ſhee found that the church 
faſt on the ſarterdaies, 8 ſhee began to be troubled ee 
doubt what ſhee might doe. Then faith he, for her ſake 
went vnto S. Aube and aſked his councell touching 
this matter: he anſwered me that hee could teach me no- 
thing hut that thus he did himſelfe, and if he knewe better 
he would rather obſerue it. When as thought that hee 
would haue yeelded me no other reaſon but his owne au · 
thority,he proceeded and ſaide vnto me, when I come to 
the — * — Lfaſt on the ſatterdap, and when Lam 
here I doe not, Sic etiam ta ad quam forte ecclefiam veneris 
eius ate erua,ſi neo niques rom vis eſſe ſcandalum nec quem 
25444 thou allo, vnto whatſoever church hag? cõ· 
iel the orders thereof if thouwouldeſtnor ſcan- 
dalize any, nor haue any to offend thee. When I had tolde 
this to my mother,ſhee was ſatisfied. Ego vero de hac ſen- 
tent is etiam ata, etiam cogitans, ita ſemper babai tanguam ea 


t, & 
where 


mult as infirmorumperturbationes fieri, per quorundam ff a 

trum contentioſam oft inationem & ſuperitit ioſam finds 
ratemyquiinrebus luiuſmodi, quæ — om ture ſanite auto- 
rutate neg, untverſalic eceleſie traditione, neg, vite corrigen- 


patria fic ipſe conſuevit aut quia ibi vidit ubi pere Fn, 
ſnem quo . — ſuis. — doc liarem putat — litigioſaa 

Far iones, ut "i ; quod . pſifaciunt nibil rectum exi- 
finunt often revolving in my minde this ſaying of $; 


WE. . ifſo be L had 


cæleſti oraculb . — er emſi enim ſape dolens 9 genes 


de wiilitate,ad certum poſſunt terminum per venire, tantum 
quis ſubeſt qualiſcung, ratwcinatio cogitantis, aut quia in ſas. 


wp: tecei- 


of obedience. 


received ixbyan oracle from heaven: For with ſorrow & 


E haue oftentimes found, that many weake ons 
aue beene ſore troubled, through the contentious obſti- 
nacy and ſuperſtitious feare of certaine brethren : who in 
hoſe things, which neither by the autoritie of the holy 
ſcripture, nor by the generall tradition ofthe Church, nor 
for the vtilitie of amendmẽt of life, can be brought to any 
certaine ende, only becauſe ſome male ſome curious ſcru- 
ple in their mind, either becauſe they haue vſed otherwiſe 
in their,own country, or becauſe they haue ſern e another 
maner vſed in places where they haue travelled, which by 
howmuch the more it bee remote, by ſo much the more 
they doe eſteeme it, doe ſtirre vp ſuch contentious queſti- 
ons, that — thinke nothing right but what they doe thẽ 
felues. epiſt. 86. to the ſame effect. In his rebus in 
quibus nihil certi ſtatuit ſcriptura diuina, mos populi Dei, vel 
inſtituta maioris pro lege tenenda ſunt, Here S. Auſtineſtea- 
cheth a farre better leſſon touching offence & obſervance 
of orders ofthe Church, thẽ many amonꝑſt vs wil learne. 


here are that holde ſome ofthe ceremonies of the 06: 
Church law ful, but deny obediẽce to ſome other, as ſome © 


approue of kneeling at the communiõ, but deny the reſt ; 
ſoõe allow wearing the ſurplis, burial of the dead, yea & the 
ring in marriage too, but ot the croſſe in baptiſme, &c. 


,» This very argument is that which convinceth them- Af: 


„ ſelues: for a man m teaſon thus againſt them: Thoſe 


;ceremonies which the falſly named Puritans hold to be 
„lavfull, may and ought to bee vſed of every one, accor- 


z ding to their place in the Church: But the Puritans ſo 


i called doe allow all che cere mon ies eſtabliſhed in the 


— — 


! . 
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ion of particulerexamples amongſt themſelues who 
» ſome allowing one & ſome another, they do vmwitting. 
hy in their diuerſities, allow al, and yet all agree inthe ge- 


u nerall point of diſobedience to the ceremonies ofthe 


Church, 4 * A | * 
In There are ſome out of pride, betake themſelues to 
v this diſobedience for ſingularities ſake,and many ſeeing 
that in this floriſhing time, they had neither learning, 
„ pietie, nor any tolerable gifts ro commend them- 
»{clucs,thinks by their reſractarineſſe, to growinto note: 
» for the people deſire novelty, and no PINTS 
a them better then that which tendeth to diſobedience: 
» and let any one put on this perſon, he pleaſeth the peo - 


r enriched themſelues and made a gaine of che time, haue 
v ſuffered a little loſſe to haue a tenfold greater gaine in 
collections & contributions, inſomuch that ſome of chẽ 
e e poore pedants, are now becõe rich vſerers. 
v and though ſome haue laſt much, yet many others haue 
„ bained much more, Now whenthe reward ofdiſobedi- 
” ence, ſhalbe greater then the — e of obedience, & 
» diſobedience being it ſelfe ſo pleaſing a humor, it muſt 
» needs overſway many. The learneder ſort, I perſwade 


a 3 famous, muſt needs be learned, holy, & 
2 


e al vertues in him. Some alſo by this meanes haue 


my ſelſe, doe eſpecially deny their obedience vnto the 
» orders of the Church, becauſe they themſelues haue for- 


v merly ſpoken and preached againſt them, & cannot now 
without offenſe to theit people, whome formerly they 
v haue ſo inſtructed; practiſe the contrary; elſe ſome of 
them haue profeſſed that to preach. the Goſpell, in an 
2», vnnowne place, they could bee contented to vſe them. 
here is another ſorrwhich are neither ene, 
GT” | Veld 


— 


r 4 _ ad bk ld - had 


or never vſed the ceremonies but wh they were vrged; 
A likely as far as 


z ſelues in thoſe things they know, or knowingly cõfirme 


z beene perſwaded otherwiſe, would never haue vnder- 


of obedience. 
5 yeeld obedience, and yeeld not obedlente, humor al par 
y ties, and ſtand in the middle betweene two opinions: 
That if che gouernement of the Church ſhould be alte · 
v techaccording to the practiſes of many 2 t 
„ fayz they were ever of that minde and therefore ſeldome 
j nay ſpake againſt them privately and 
Se ue — 1 and moſt ed ſuch men 
vas did wholy deny the lawfulnes of them: and if the ſtare 
„ ſhall continue the preſent gouernement & ceremonies, 
„ & giue no way to innovations, then they may ſay tliey ! A895 
ʒ hold with the doctrine diſcipline and ceremonies of the 1 
„Church they haue ſubſcribed vnto them, and yeelded o- ue 
abedience to the Church. Theſe men are vile — — 
y that turne religion into policie, eĩther condemne the- 


y & ſooth others in their errors and diſobedience, Theſe 
y mẽ neither deſerue nor haue loue of Prince, Magiſtrate, 
, nor people, neither is any truſt repoſedin them: for they 
„cannot haue good conſciences which will ſtretch every 
way, and howſoe ver ſome for their owne purpoſe ſeem 
5 to flatter them : yet they are truely eſteemed ofnone, 
„ Let God forbid that we ſhould deny, but there are ſome 
„vhich deny obediẽce, for their cõſcience fake not right- 
y ly informed in the word of Godzwho if they could haue 


» gone ſuch evident loſſe and trouble; yet let ſuch labour 
v to hnowethat it is not good to leaue preaching of the 
„word, a matter of ſubſtance which is commanded vnder 
va uve, for matters ofciccumſtance, ceremonies, and in 
* ms on to OI benefit of vnity & peace. 

3 The reaſont _— opleallcadge; why they will not 
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+ bebrought to conforme themſelues in their plac 
like ſuch miniſters as are conformable, is, beeayſe they 
haue beene otherwiſe taught, and they were good men 
n that ſo taught vs, ſay they, And one holdes of Paul ano - 
» ther of Apollo: Novelty and ſingularity doe fo affect 
„ them, that they ſcorne to doe as the Church & ſtate do: 
n they ſay the ſmale number is in the right. Ihe way that 
, feweſt approue and moſti condemne, chat is the true 
» way. So did the Donatiſts plead in S. Auguſtines time, 
,, and becauſe ſome of them were then puniſhed for their 
» Outrageous faults , they grounded hereypon that they 
were the perſecuted Church, they ſuffered for righte- 
„ ouſneſſe, and yet the louing cariage and mildneſſe of the 
„Church then towards them, and their proud, ſpitefull, 
v and ſeditious practiſes againſt the Church; did evident- 
hy teſtifie who were Chriſts diſciples and who ndt:who 
5 had the ſpirit of loue > dares rs who of pride hatred 
zj nd contention. And I pray God we may once cleerely 
y perceiue that this is the practiſe of Sari (as Bucer faith) 
to bring vs to a verball profeſſion, and by queſtions of 
„ genealogies and matters of ſmaller moment, to tread 
„ S. Iames his religion vnder foot, when we ſhall haue re- 
„ ligion, all in opinions, and little or never a whit in good 
3 now come to _ Andall — while 
;Pap! gotrenfpreate advantage, a whoſe 
2 — — it — then evident. 
vj and God grant we may knowe how God delighteth in 
„ lone and vnity, and how Church nor ſtate can longe 
v conſiſt, where diviſions are foſtered, | 
Novy becauſe all publique diſorders & diſobedience, a- 
riſe ourofparticuler houſes & pariſhes zand that wee are 
met togither here at the Viſitation, for — od 
| uc 


wc... 


J_— a ad eons — — 


would preſent and indite according as they are bound — 
need. 


ſuch things as are amiſſe. The churchwardens & ſworn 
me are to take heed that they performe obedience in pre · 
ſentiog faults acconding.to deaths {rw hoy; 
Baut ſome obiect & ſay they holde not our ſpiritual iud- 06: 
es nor their courtes lawfull, neither will they preſent for | 
Files ſuch matters as they hold to bee no faults, i. diſobe- 


dience vnto Church orders. To anſwere thee, why didſt Anſ: 


thou ſweare to anſwere by aath particulerly to theſe and 
theſe things, and by thy mentall reſervationdoeſt thus hy- 
ocritically & wickedly diſpenſe with thy oath?Haſt thou 
1 divinity of the Priſcillianiſt, or of the treacherous 
equivocating Papiſt? Some 2 they neede not Ob: 
preſent according to oath, becauſe little or nothing is mẽ- 


ded, but alittle purſe puniſhment. eee 
May not the ſuperiour Magiſtrate repriue a fellon, and Anſi 
ttie ſupreme pardon at his pleaſure, yet thou muſt bee ac- 


ceſſary, if thou do not apprehend & indite ſuch offenders. 
And learne this withall, That Magiſtrates (eſpecially ofe- 
ſtate)do & muſt do many things whereof we cannot tell 
the reaſon, and they may ſeeme to vs to doe ill when they 
do beſtzand it is not fit for vs to take accompt ofthem, but 
to looke to our ovvne duties, & know they are more wiſe: 
then we. And if in our buſines little be mended, that thou 

canſt ſee, imagine gr hope that it is better then thou canſt 
ſee, and performè thou thy oath which is alwaics ſacred. 
Others diſpenſe with their oathes for feare, others ſpare 
their friends and familiars,others becauſe they would not 
be accompted troubleſome, and others allo becauſe they 
would themſelues be borne with another time. Every Mi- 
niſter ſhould herein do wel toadmoniſh his people of the 
great waight of an oath and if theſe and like vnder officers 


dannen ourſclues. Andes ach for ons 
> oh : and forthis time. 8 


FINIS. 


To che Reader, 


| Tnowe that itwillbe expettedat thi autor: bande, that he 

E. hidled theſe points more fully & exactiy, c& baus 

ſet thi downe in more plauſible & poliſhed words & ſenten- 

et: But onderſfland that his fludy about tim, , was begun an! 
| eee. n onely woele: beſides it was to be 

| — delinered in an hoares ſpace : and it was 


that place, at that time, without 
— 2 4 Sill their inordinate dia- 


| linger onef ud now is ſet downe as neere 
in the ſame words. ——ů— 
— them to obedience andunityzwhith Cad grant tlas 


NOT ea Annen; 


any intent at 


